Since 1989, many cases of allergic reactions to latex have been reported in the literature. ' We report an allergic reaction to latex during ENT surgery.
Unilateral pneumothorax -an unexpected complication of laparoscopic cholecystectomy
To the Editor: We would like to report an unexpected complication with laparoscopic cholecystectomy. A 60-yr-old obese lady had general endotracheal anaesthesia for an elective laparostopic cholecystectomy. During the creation of CO2 pneumoperitoneum with an automatic Karlstorz apparatus, airway pressure rose suddenly from an initial value of 30 to 50 cm H20 and her systolic blood pressure decreased from 140 to 65 mmHg. Oxygen saturation decreased from 99 to 80%. Air entry was markedly reduced over the left chest. The anaesthesia circuit was checked immediately. Inspired oxygen was increased to 100%. Ephedrine, 6 mg was given/v and the pneumoperitoneum released with marked improvement in the patient's conclifton. A portable chest roentgenogram confirmed a left pneumothorax and a chest tube was inserted.
Once her condition stabilized, it was decided to continue with the procedure. However, upon recreation of the pneumoperitoneum, airway pressure again increased to 45 cm H20 and the blood pressure decreased. Gas bubbling from the chest tube increased. The procedure was then converted to an open cholecystectomy.
CAN J ANAESTH 1993 / 40:10 / pp 1000-6
